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Essex Police
Draft Statement of Common Ground

1. Purpose of the Statement of Common Ground

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared to eutlne-the-areas-ofconfirm
to the Examining Authority where agreement and-anyremainingpoints-of-discussionhas been
reached and where agreement has not been reached between National Grid and Essex Police
regarding project aspects which may impact Essex Police services, such as workforce
numbers, incident response and construction traffic movements in relation to the proposed
Norwich to Tilbury Project.

This final signed version of the SoCG has been submitted at Examination Deadline 7.

2. Parties to the SoCG

This SoCG is-betweenhas been prepared by National Grid Electricity Transmission plc
(‘National Grid’) and Essex Police.

3. Summary of matters-under-discussionMatters Under
Discussion

As requested by the Examining Authority, the below table provides an ‘at a glance’ summary
of matters which are under discussion, together with a deadline by which such matters are
expected to be resolved.

SoCG ID Summary of matter under Deadline for resolution
discussion

6.1.1 Abnormal Discussions are engoinglikely to be Deadline#Matter is unlikely to be

Indivisible Load concluded during detailed design agreed before the end of

(AIL) Access between The Applicant and Essex Examination, however National

Approach Police regarding commitments on Grid remains committed to

6.1.2 Abnormal information sharing with Essex Police, resolving the matter as soon as

Indivisible Load funding for non-core policing activities, possible and, insofar as this issue

(AIL) Access and the development of a binding relates to the provision of critical

Routes contract with Essex Police governing  AlL data necessary to inform the
the operational detail of AlL provision of future AlL escort

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 1
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SoCG ID Summary of matter under Deadline for resolution
discussion
movements. services and/or the associated
funding agreement, National Grid
will use reasonable endeavours
to provide this information no later
than 1 October 2026 (or such
other date as may be agreed
between National Grid and Essex
Police)
] ] i i
5 |.3',.tlene||nal Essex] el.|ee seel;s.assulanee tlna_t Deadline
I“d'“s'b. I.e I=e_asl support-will-be-provided-to-deal “.'H'
tAl)-Mitigation Pressures tlnat', M |||eue|ne.||ts will
and-Management e police st Fhe
Measures Applicant-aceepts H'at.'t will-meet-all
Recessaty and ple_peltlenate costs
incurred-by Iellel_p_ellee “.I'.e.'e t '|95 relate

6.1.4 Policy and
Legislation

6.1.5 Assessment
Methodology

6.1.6 Construction Discussions are engeinglikely to be

Effects

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.

Essex Police have no major concerns,

but reserve their position pending

further review during the Examination

process.

Discussions are engeoinglikely to be

concluded during detailed design

regarding the assessment of impact on

emergency services, and

what additional capacity Essex Police

may require.

concluded during detailed design

DeadlineZMatter is unlikely to be

agreed before the end of
Examination, however National
Grid remains committed to
resolving the matter as soon as

possible

DeadlineZ-Matter is unlikely to be
agreed before the end of
Examination, however National
Grid remains committed to
resolving the matter as soon as
possible and, insofar as this issue
relates to the provision of critical
AlL data necessary to inform the
provision of future AlL escort
services and/or the associated
funding agreement, National Grid
will use reasonable endeavours
to provide this information no later
than 1 October 2026 (or such
other date as may be agreed
between National Grid and Essex

Police)
Deadline7~Matter is unlikely to be

agreed before the end of

regarding the assessment of impact on Examination, however National

Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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SoCG ID

Summary of matter under
discussion

Deadline for resolution

6.1.7 Road Safety

6.1.8 Traffic
Management
Measures

Menagerqant
Implementation-
snd Eptopeament

6.1.10
Construction

emergency services, and what
mitigation and monitoring needs to be
in place.

Discussions are engeoinglikely to be

concluded during detailed design
around road safety potential impacts
and mitigation, and how Essex Police
and the Applicant can work together.

Agreement on traffic management
measures is dependent on confirming
AlL movement details. The Applicant
will continue to liaise with Essex Police
on this matter.

Dj .
: ¥ i lo i -
management enforcement and-
Agreement on construction access
approach is dependent on confirming

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

Grid remains committed to
resolving the matter as soon as
possible and, insofar as this
issue relates to the provision of
critical AlL data necessary to
inform the provision of future AlL
escort services and/or the
associated funding agreement,
National Grid will use reasonable
endeavours to provide this
information no later than 1
October 2026 (or such other
date as may be agreed between
National Grid and Essex Police)

DeadlineZMatter is unlikely to be
agreed before the end of
Examination, however National
Grid remains committed to
resolving the matter as soon as

possible

DeadlineZ-Matter is unlikely to be
agreed before the end of
Examination, however National
Grid remains committed to
resolving the matter as soon as
possible and, insofar as this issue
relates to the provision of critical
AlL data necessary to inform the
provision of future AlL escort
services and/or the associated
funding agreement, National Grid
will use reasonable endeavours
to provide this information no later
than 1 October 2026 (or such
other date as may be agreed
between National Grid and Essex

Police)
DPeadline 7

DeadlineZMatter is unlikely to be
agreed before the end of
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SoCG ID

Summary of matter under
discussion

Deadline for resolution

Access Approach

6.1.11 Primary
Access Route
Selection

6.1.12 TROs and
TTROs

6.1.13
Communications
and Notification

AIL movement details. The Applicant
will continue to liaise with Essex Police
on this matter.

Discussions are
ongoing regarding contingency routes
and AIL movements.

Discussions are engoinglikely to be
concluded during detailed design

regarding enforcement of TROs and
TTROs, agreement is dependent
on confirming AIL movement details.

Discussions are engoinglikely to be
concluded during detailed design

regarding communication of AlL
movements with the police and how
community liaison will be carried out.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

Examination, however National
Grid remains committed to
resolving the matter as soon as

possible

Deadline#~Matter is unlikely to be
agreed before the end of
Examination, however National
Grid remains committed to
resolving the matter as soon as
possible and, insofar as this issue
relates to the provision of critical
AlL data necessary to inform the
provision of future AlL escort
services and/or the associated
funding agreement, National Grid
will use reasonable endeavours
to provide this information no later
than 1 October 2026 (or such
other date as may be agreed
between National Grid and Essex

Police)

DeadlineZMatter is unlikely to be
agreed before the end of
Examination, however National
Grid remains committed to
resolving the matter as soon as

possible

Deadline7Z-Matter is unlikely to be
agreed before the end of
Examination, however National
Grid remains committed to
resolving the matter as soon as
possible and. insofar as this issue
relates to the provision of critical
AlL data necessary to inform the
provision of future AlL escort
services and/or the associated
funding agreement, National Grid
will use reasonable endeavours
to provide this information no later
than 1 October 2026 (or such
other date as may be agreed
between National Grid and Essex

Police)
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SoCG ID

Summary of matter under
discussion

Deadline for resolution

6.1.14 Incident
Management

6.1.15 Protest

An Incident Management Plan is
being prepared, and agreement is
dependent on this.

Engagement is ongoing and will

Deadline#Matter is unlikely to be

agreed before the end of
Examination, however National
Grid remains committed to
resolving the matter as soon as

possible
Deadline#Matter is unlikely to be

Management continue between The Applicant, agreed before the end of
Essex Police and the Main Works Examination, however National
Contractor(s). Grid remains committed to
resolving the matter as soon as
possible
6-1+16-6-+186.1.1 Discussions are engeinglikely to be Deadline#Matter is unlikely to be
6, concluded during detailed agreed before the end of

.1.18 Constructio
n Workforce

design; additional details have been Examination, however National
provided to Essex Police at Deadline 4, Grid remains committed to

and further detail will be provided to resolving the matter as soon as
Essex Police once available from the  possible

Main Works Contractor(s).

6.1.19 Designing  Additional details have been provided Deadline#Matter is unlikely to be

out Crime by the Applicant to Essex Police at agreed before the end of
Deadline 4; discussions are Examination, however National
ongoeinglikely to be concluded during  Grid remains committed to
detailed design. resolving the matter as soon as
possible
4. Background
4.1 Description of the Project/Development

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (‘National Grid’) owns and maintains the national high
voltage electricity transmission network throughout England and Wales. The transmission
network connects the power from where it is generated to the regional Distribution Network
Operators who then supply businesses and homes.

National Grid holds the Transmission Licence for England and Wales, and its statutory duty is
to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical system of electricity
transmission and to facilitate competition in the generation and supply of electricity, as set out
in the Electricity Act 1989.

National Grid has developed plans for Norwich to Tilbury (referred to as the ‘Project’). The
Project would support the UK’s net zero target through the connection of new low carbon
energy generation in East Anglia and by reinforcing the transmission network.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 5
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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The Project comprises reinforcement of the transmission network between the existing Norwich
Main Substation in Norfolk and Tilbury Substation in Essex, via Bramford Substation, the new
East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation and the new Tilbury North Substation.

The reinforcement is needed because the existing transmission network, even with current
upgrading, will not have sufficient capacity for the new renewable energy (a substantial
proportion of which would be generated by offshore wind) that is expected to connect to the
network over the next 10 years and beyond. Completion of the Project, together with other new
reinforcements across the country, will meet this future energy transmission demand both in
East Anglia and across the UK.

The Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), and National Grid is
seeking development consent under statutory procedures set by government. NSIPs are
projects of certain types, over a certain size, which are considered by the government to be of
national importance, hence permission to build them needs to be given at a national level, by
the relevant Secretary of State (in this case the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net
Zero). Instead of applying to the local authority for planning permission, the developer must
apply to the Planning Inspectorate for a Development Consent Order (DCO) that would grant
development consent.

National Grid has submitted an application for development consent to the Planning
Inspectorate. The Examining Authority (consisting of five examining inspectors), after a period
of public examination, will make their recommendation to the Secretary of State for Energy
Security and Net Zero, who in turn will decide on whether development consent should be
granted for the Project.

The Project is identified as critical to delivering a network which supports the clean power
pathways for 2030 delivery.

The Planning Act 2008 places duties on National Grid as the DCO applicant to consult with
prescribed or affected persons as well as to take account of responses to consultation and
publicity. In accordance with these statutory requirements, National Grid has undertaken two
non-statutory and one statutory consultation to inform its proposals, with further targeted
consultations.

5. Stakeholder Interests

Essex Police is the territorial police force for the county of Essex. It is part of the national police
force under the Home Office remit. Essex Police provide law enforcement, community safety,
roads policing and emergency police response services in Essex. In relation to Norwich to
Tilbury, it is anticipated that Essex Police’s role would extend to the safe policing of abnormal
loads where required.

5.1 Record of Key Engagement

National Grid has engaged with Essex Police on the Project throughout the pre-application
process. Table 5.1 provides an overview of the key engagement that has taken place between
National Grid and Essex Police.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 6
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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Table 5.1 Summary of Key Engagement between National Grid and Essex Police

Date Format Topic/Description

September 2024 Meeting AlIL routes discussion meeting — joint meeting with
Essex Police and Essex County Council to discuss
AlL routes.

April 2025 Meeting National Grid held a Norfolk County Council AlL
Workshop with Essex Police present.

April 2025 Meeting National Grid held an Essex County Council AIL
Workshop with Essex Police present.

April 2025 Meeting National Grid held a Suffolk County Council AlL
Workshop with Essex Police present.

May 2025 Meeting AlIL check-in - Suffolk Constabulary & Essex
Police.

July 2025 Meeting AIL monthly meeting — Suffolk Constabulary &
Essex Police.

August 2025 Meeting AlIL monthly meeting — Suffolk Constabulary &
Essex Police.

September 2025 Meeting AIL monthly meeting — Suffolk Constabulary &
Essex Police.

October 2025 Meeting AlIL monthly meeting — Suffolk Constabulary &
Essex Police.

November 2025 Meeting AIL monthly meeting — Suffolk Constabulary &
Essex Police.

February 2026 Meeting AlL strategy meeting — Suffolk Constabulary &
Essex Police.

April 2026 Email Deadline 4 SoCG draft shared with Suffolk

Correspondence Constabulary & Essex Police for comment.
May 2026 Meeting National Grid held a meeting with Suffolk

Constabulary & Essex Police to discuss updated
SoCG positions and wording. National Grid also
met informally with Suffolk Constabulary & Essex
Police immediately prior to ISH2.

June 2026 Meeting National Grid held a meeting with Suffolk
Constabulary & Essex Police, and their respective
legal teams to discuss details of the proposed
binding contract (or ‘side agreement’) between the
parties.

June 2026 Meeting National Grid willheldheld a meeting with Suffolk
Constabulary & Essex Police to discuss updated
SoCG positions in the days following Deadline 5.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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Date Format Topic/Description

July 2026 Meeting National Grid held a meeting with Suffolk

Constabulary & Essex Police to discuss positions

for the final SoCG to be submitted at Deadline 7..

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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Docusign Envelope ID: FFB62EF5-5876-88B0-837A-0C3993FDOEOB

1-3 Strand T: +44 (0)20 7004 3000
London WC2N 5EH www.nationalgrid.com
7. Signatures

This Statement of Common Ground is agreed upon by the undersigned parties:

For National Grid

Name: _

Position: Project Director

Date:  17/07/2026

For Essex Police

Name: NN

Position: __ AGC Operations & Contact

Date: 20/02/26

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

51



Docusign Envelope ID: FFB62EF5-5876-88B0-837A-0C3993FDOEOB

National Grid plc

National Grid House,
Warwick Technology Park,
Gallows Hill, Warwick.
CV34 6DA United Kingdom

Registered in England and Wales
No. 4031152
nationalgrid.com
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